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BRANT AERO
Aircraft Avionics

Brantford Municipal Airport
150 Aviation Avenue

Brantford, ON, N3T 5M8
519 753 7022

www.brantaero.com

BRANTFORD FLYING CLUB NEWSLETTER April/May, 2011

Brantford Municipal Airport Good Neighbour Noise Policy

The subdivision south-east of the Brantford Airport is a noise sensitive area.

Pilots are requested to avoid flying over this area at altitudes below 1,000’ AGL
during landings on runway 29 or on circling approaches for runway 23.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact the Airport Manager:
Mark Culshaw       Phone: 519 753-2521       Email: mculshaw@flybfc.com

Dr. Phil and three other members returning to Brantford from the March fly-out to
London in the Piper Dakota.
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Brantford Flying Club
2011 Board of Directors

Darrell MacLean President
John Searle Vice-President
Rob Badger Treasurer
Geoff Kempster Secretary
Andy Gould
Randy Harvel
Brian Mehlenbacher
Phil Quinlan
Janet Riley
Bill Sass

Flight Centre Staff
CFI-MANAGER Mark Culshaw
ASST. MANAGER Shawn Broughton
CHIEF PILOT Bob Michalchuk

INSTRUCTORS Bob Coleman 
Ashley Edelman
Joel Hensen 
Bob Malchow
Andy Nutbrown
Mike Puchalski

GROUND SCHOOL Bob Ogilvie
Paul Vicano

CUSTOMER SERVICE Dawn Fenton

MAINTENANCE MGR Stuart McAulay

ENGINEERS Dave Park 
Jeremy Woytaz

APPRENTICE Andrew Gillespie

LINE SERVICE Wes Donaghy  
Rolly Lachance
Andy Nutbrown 
Jordan Schunk
Mike Thornton

Contact the Club
9am - 5pm   7 days per week

110 Aviation Ave., P.O. Box 903
Brantford, ON N3T 5S1

Tel: 519-753-2521 • Fax: 519-753-3617
flybfc@worldchat.com

122.825 Mhz

Leaving the Nest

First Solo:
Wes Donaghy

John Lake
Jonathan Dendekker

Adam Gesjorsky
Jim Drury

Recreational Permit:
Keith Schweitzer

Private License:
Doug Lowry

Doug VanZanden

Night Rating:
Alok Rama
Tim Smyth

Paul Derbyshire
Paul Jason
Rick Sopko

Congratulations
to you on all on
your splendid
achievements!

DAVIS FUELS

Petroleum Products

Wholesale & retail

Commercial Card Locks

RR#4, Brantford, On

N3T 5L7

Tel: 519 449 2417

Free: 1 800 369 48

Fax:  519 449 5942

The Brantford

Flying Club

Newsletter 

"New
Horizons"

is published

6 or more

times

per year

by

Geoff Kempster

Annual General Members’ Meeting
The Annual General Members’ meeting took place on Saturday, April 16 at 0930 hrs in the
training room at the Club. The meeting began with an address by President Darrell MacLean.
Each director then reported on issues and progress in his or her portfolio through 2010. Then
CFI Mark Culshaw posed three questions to those in the room:

What did the Club do well in 2010?
What needs improvement in 2011?
New ideas to improve the Club in the future?

Although the turnout was disappointing – only 6 members, 1 guest, 9 directors and Mark, the
discussion around the three questions was lively and very productive. Many other relevant
questions were asked as well, enabling the directors to provide answers to them.

Answers offered to “What did the Club do well in 2010?”
• Flying hours were well above those in the last several years
• Top quality of flight and ground school training
• Excellent booking system
• Developed to the extent that all Transport Canada and other government requirements

are now being consistently met 
• One member, who lives near Toronto, stated that he had investigated several flying clubs

and schools west of Toronto and joined BFC because he found the friendliness and
service were, by far, the best

The directors left with an extensive list of suggestions to investigate and consider implementing
in the future.

Thanks to those members who attended and offered suggestions for improvements to what is
already the best flying club around!

34 Alice Street, Brantford ON (Off Clarence near West St.)

Fax: 519-752-9777  •  Tel: 519-752-4268 

THOUGHT DU JOUR
"Quality is never an accident; it is always

the result of intelligent effort. ... The
bitterness of poor quality lingers long after
the sweetness of low price is forgotten." 

- John Ruskin (attributed)

Cheques • Business Forms • Stationery • Labels 
Flyers • Brochures • Graphic Design • Full Bindery

Recreational Flying
The fly-out gang at

London Airport, March 20.
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Annual Sustaining Members’ Meeting by Geoff Kempster

The annual Sustaining Members’ meeting and election for positions on the Club’s board of
directors took place on April 12 this year. Following a fine dinner served by the Skyway Cafe, the
meeting began with an address by President Darrell MacLean. Each director then reported on
issues and progress in his or her portfolio through 2010. Two directors whose two-year terms
had expired, declined to stand for re-election. They were Glenn Gale and Fred Reeve. Both had
served the Club extremely well for years in their portfolios – Glenn as director responsible for
Aircraft and Fred as Works and Bricks. New members of the board were Sustaining Members
Brian Mehlenbacher and Andy Gould. Welcome, Brian and Andy! The board is now made up of:

Darrell MacLean President
John Searle Vice-president
Rob Badger Treasurer
Geoff Kempster Secretary
Andy Gould

Randy Harvel
Brian Mehlenbacher
Phil Quinlan
Janet Riley
Bill Sass

Recreational Flying
by Bill Sass, Brian Mehlenbacher and John Calvesbert

January 16 (St. Thomas) – Snow streamers off the lakes with TCU clouds to the west
around London and surrounding area prevented anything but a local excursion. Nine
pilots were available to fly for this event, but most chose to stay on the ground while five
pilots chose to do something local just for practice.

January 23 (St. Thomas rain date) – This was one of winter's coldest days so far at
-18C. As a result, all club planes were grounded from cross country travel as per our
operating policy. Three club members, however, were able to make the trip in a privately
owned aircraft piloted by Dr. Phil Quinlan. Upon arriving we were greeted by the airport
manager who assisted in plugging CPO to the on field electrical facilities and then drove
us to the other side of the apron where a heated van was running for us to take to the
restaurant. After St. Thomas we continued on to London for a simulated IFR approach
and more coffee before returning to home base.

February 20 (Brampton) – Wx. was excellent for this fly-out with visibility 15 SM, winds
light and variable and temperature a mere -9C. The event, however, was poorly attended
with only three people participating in two club aircraft (INS & ZXJ) possibly due to the
long Family Day holiday weekend and the fact that several regular fly-out members were
also away. Nevertheless, it was a great day to fly.

March 20 (London) – Excellent turn out with five planes and 14 people attending our
breakfast in London. Air traffic was quite busy with Dash 8's, a few smaller jets and lots
of Diamond, Piper and Cessna traffic in and out of the airport, as well as the circuit. It
was nice to see a few of the ground school students on this kind of trip – it should help
to "put it all together" for you. Thanks to everyone who came out!

The December 2010/January 2011 edition of New Horizons included a photograph of the “Airplane
of Food” collected by members and staff. It’s nice to know how much the effort was appreciated.

January 25, 2011

Dear Brantford Flight Center Members, Students and Staff,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all so very much for participating in our food bank drive this
year. Our goal was to collect 400 lbs of food to help those in need over the holiday season, and I am so
grateful to let you all know that we raised 576 lbs of food! I recently received a letter from the Community
Resource Service of Brantford, whose service is used by 3,500 individuals every month and that number
continues to grow. Without the help of individuals and organizations, they would not be able to keep up with
the needs of the community. Your donations are greatly appreciated and are helping out so many people in
the community and I cannot thank you enough.

Thank you to everyone who came out to help build our sculpture for the Feed Brant Challenge. I am sorry to
say that we did not get first place or have the most weight in food but our sculpture looked amazing and
everyone did a great job. 

Dawn Fenton
Customer Service Representative Brantford Flight Center

Date Destination Rain date
May 22 Wiarton May 29
June 12 Collingwood June 26
July 10 Owen Sound July 17
August 21 Edenvale August 28
September 18 Muskoka September 25
October 18 Sarnia October 23
November 20 Guelph November 27
December 11 Kitchener No Rain date

2012011 Fly out Schedule1 Fly out Schedule
Come out and support your flying club, learn from
experienced pilots, meet new friends!

Note: Dates & destinations subject to change, refer
to monthly announcements when posted.
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Transport Canada Safety Seminar By Randy Harvel

On Saturday, March 26 the Brantford
Flying Club held a safety seminar for its
members and other general aviation
pilots. Henri De Bruyn from Transport
Canada informed and entertained the
crowd as he delivered a 24-month
recurrency seminar. The event was
well attended by over 150 pilots from
as far away as Sudbury, Mississauga,
St. Catharines and London.

Transport Canada’s monthly safety
seminar for May 2011 will be held at the
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
on May 18 in conjunction with the
Aviation Expo.

Member Services By Janet Riley

We are making every effort to help keep our members informed of all club activities.
The new telephone tree was completed at the end of 2010 and two messages have
been sent through the tree regarding the Boxing Day Open House and the Transport
Canada Seminar in March. At some time, all BFC members should have received a
phone call with a reminder and details of these events. Anyone who did not receive a
phone call please contact the Club and we will make sure you are on a branch of our
telephone tree.

Have you seen our new website at www.flybfc.com? For the latest BFC and aviation
news, photos and useful links, check it out. It’s awesome!

And, of course, if you are reading this you are making use of our Newsletter to stay
informed of club events. If you would like to be environmentally conscious and save
costs, you can receive your Newsletter electronically just by calling the club to let us
know and by updating your email address. You can also click on the special link on the
BFC webpage to enroll.

Take full advantage of your BFC membership and join us for the next social event,
breakfast fly out, aviation seminar, club project, AGM, rent a plane, take a refresher
ground school class, consult with our instructors and maintenance people or exchange
stories with other members in our lounge over coffee.

From the Ground School By Bob Ogilvie

The Spring ground school is well under way with a large and enthusiastic enrollment. If
you’ve been reading this column in the past you know you are always welcome to join us,
but this time I want to really emphasize that opportunity. 

For a variety of reasons, some of us don’t fly as often as we would like and in aviation,
as is true with so many activities, one either “uses it or loses it”. Skills and focus will
deteriorate over time and that can lead to a lack of confidence which creeps in to
compound the problem. Often the original reason(s) we haven’t flown take a back seat
to that feeling of under-confidence that further  prevents us from getting airborne.
Sometimes the process of getting back into  flying again, even after a short absence,
can seem to be more trouble than it’s worth. 

So, what to do about that?  
First of all, I think we all recognize that while it’s not quite like riding a bicycle, skills do
come back fairly quickly with a bit of time aloft. It’s getting over the confidence hurdle that
most inhibits some of us. That’s where our ground school can help. Refocusing on and
reminding ourselves of what we once knew well rebuilds confidence, plus the opportunity
to interact with fellow pilots brings an energy to learning and relearning that is very
powerful. The other positive of  having you sit in on the ground school is the experience
you can bring to our newer student pilots. However limited your own experience might
be, you have “been there”, and new pilots need to hear your stories as well as see us
role model the ethic that in aviation, one never stops learning.

So, check the website schedule for class topics that interest you or about which you may
need a refresher…and join us on Mondays or Wednesdays. I promise you’ll be welcomed! 

Social Report By Phil Quinlan

For the 2010 year, we held our annual Boxing Day Levee and Sustaining Members Gala,
on which we actually made money. A food drive was organized by the staff to assist
needy families during the Christmas Season. It was quite successful. The food drive will
become an annual drive.

For the upcoming year, we have three events in the planning stage. The first will be an
Annual General Meeting for the club members on April 16. The other two will be a break-
fast for the club members as a “meet and greet” session and a golf tournament to be held
sometime in the summer. This will be an opportunity for us to get to know some of the
newer members of the Club. Lobbying will also take place to encourage participation in
the Club functions, fly-outs, etc.

Other functions that have been thought of but not yet planned include BBQs, rafting the
Grand, a horseshoe tournament and curling.


